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ABSTRACT
This section continues the pictorial-based article devoted to the publishing of the most 
academically consistent letters which were exchanged in connection with the 5th ISFNR 
Congress (Bucharest, Romania: August 25-31, 1969). Selected out of several hundreds 
(though an incomplete collections), the letters belong to the Archive of the „C. Brăiloiu” 
Institute of Ethnography and Folklore (Bucharest), where the team of its director of 
yore, Mihai Pop, duly preserved them – boxed, closed up and then ignored. Forgotten 
for a half a century, they are exposed now especially for the contemporary research to 
better realize the power of connecting, exchanging, building up personal, socio-political 
and academic ideas and careers, through meetings, postal letters, public gatherings and 
influential ideological and epistemological discussions.
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44a & 44b. Obverse & reverse of the above letter, in which Max Lüthi inquiries on locations 
of both Congress works and accommodation facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
45. The letter of 
docs 44a&b does 
not arrive to 
Bucharest before 
this call (abstract 
and hotel of 
choice to be 
submitted), which 
reminds Lüthi of 
what is expected 
from him. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
46. Only after 
one week 
some of his 
worries are  
addressed (in 
accordance to 
Pop’s hand-
written pencil 
note on doc 
44a). 
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47a & 47b. Obverse & 
reverse of coming again with 
the same administrative 
interests by professor from 
Zürich, the same day he is 
written to from Bucharest. 
Mailing desynchronizations.  
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48. Just a confirmation. The type of majority 
letters, focusing on the infrastructure of 
academic performances. (A reason why, 
probably, not all letters were preserved, motive 
for which, hereby for sure, few were retained 
and published).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
49a. Lüthi’s last details (nearby 
hotels are good, he’ll be 
accompanied by his wife). 
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49b. Reverse of the above doc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
50.  No answer to the letter below 
was preserved, though not to 
respond was everything but Mihai 
Pop. A 1933 book prefaced by 
Moses Gaster, the Folklore 
Society in London, these were 
clues strong enough to catch Pop’s 
entire interest and attention. As in 

other cases, the sender 
was surely told it was 
too late he to be intro-
duced in the printed 
Program and list, but 
should still come and 
present his intended 
paper – as several 
others did and found 
gaps to accommodate 
them within the paper 
delivering sessions. 
The absence of any text 
signed by Maitlis from 
the archival collection 
rather proves his no-
show during the entire 
Congress. 
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51. A text in Italian from a Slovenian colleague, who would prefer to stay in a peripheral 
tents camp. He did make it to Bucharest, and did present a consistent paper… in German. 

52. Repeated/insuring promises that all will be in compliance with regulations. 
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53 & 54. The unusual institutional currency lending proposition (on the account of an experts 
exchange program) makes the managerial secretariat (namely Al.I. Amzulescu) to ask the 
director: “Comrade Pop, please instruct us how to answer!” (pencil handwritten note on the 
top). In the second doc, one can see Amzulescu doing the diplomate director’s “dirty job” of 
delivering the negative answers, of protecting Pop from exposure/controversy, of helping 
him avoid all delicate issues. (Covered date and address only.) 



258 Marin Marian-Bălașa

 
 
 
55. With Wilhelm Fritz 
Hermann Nicolaisen 
(whose previous letter 
seemed lost), Pop wants 
to discuss SIEF related 
details. In fact, at that 
time, both K.C. Peeters 
(the current president of 
the SIEF) and Pop 
(future SIEF president) 
were excellent suppor-
ters and collaborators 
of Kurt Ranke (the 
ISFNR’s creator). 
 
 

 
 
56. Eventually, 
despite this letter, 
the Scottish fellow 
will figure out in 
the list of passive 
participants, with 
no paper to be read 
during the Congress. 
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57. A simple acknow-
ledgement, (application 
received, the choice for 
subject and title should be 
on the author himself). 
“1967” has a typo mistake 
– the Congress communi-
cation starts in 1968 only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
58. Though the 
above answer was 
more than clear, 
the undecided 
colleague still 
offers himself to 
read one or the 
other paper. Of 
the “abominable 
grandma”, his 
text is published 
in REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2023: 211-217 (+ 
several pics cap-
turing N.-T. Ting: 
same vol.: 198, 
201).  
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59. Ending 
the matter of 
theme/topical 
choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
60a. Obverse letter of the 
Bombay-based professor of 
archeology and folklore, 
who wants to attend the 
Congress and become an 
ISFNR member. 
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60b. Reverse of the piece above (the 
sender got Pop’s address from 
another well-connected Indian 
professor, signing correspondent of 
items no 85-86). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
61. Patel will be registered and 
included in the speakers’ pro-
gram with the here mentioned 
title. Yet, his actual presence 
was not documented, nor text 
of him left behind was ever 
found. 
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62a. As if his letters would not 
go through and got no answer, 
Patel repeats his selfintroduction 
and contact reference (doc 59). 
 

 
62b. 
Reverse of 
the above 
envelope-
letter.  
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63. As it takes 
much longer time 
for mail to travel 
to/from the East 
(and sometimes 
gets lost), sur-
mounting obstacles 
requires exemplary 
persistence. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
64. Juha 
Pentikäinen’s 
Congress text 
and photos can 
be seen in 
REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2021: 248-253, 
221, 224. 
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65. The few kept letters (out 
of numerous) sent by Ranke 
to Pop are of administrative 
nature, with no significant 
academic points. This list is 
the only document suggesting 
something about the theo-
retical & human management 
plan conceived by the ISFNR 
President (not once people 
writing in their letters 
“Ranke’s ISFNR”). From the 
1st board set by Ranke, vice-
presidents G. Ortutay, H. 
Ikeda and Y. Pino-Savedra 
were surely absent, F. Harkort 
perhaps also absent; from the 
2nd (advisory council), L. 
Dégh and S. O’Súilleabháin 
did not make it to Bucharest. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iconographic interlude: Kurt Ranke (ISFNR president) and Karel C. Peeters (SIEF presi-
dent), managing the interests of both institutions they headed, during the Bucharest congress 
of August 1969 (Archive of the “C. Brăiloiu” Institute of Ethnography and Folklore, FL 
1918/26/44472). Part of a leading-group photo set introduced in REF/JEF 1-2/2023: 270. 
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66. Lorenzo Renzi teaches 
Romanian in his Padovan 
university, and expresses 
his gratitude for Pop 
advised and guided him 
minutely with his interest 
in Romanian balladry. His 
book on that subject has 
come out recently, and 
asks Pop to write to the 
publisher Olschki, from 
Florence, for a review 
copy. He mentions many 
beneficial visits to the 
Institute of Ethnography 
and Folklore in Bucharest. 

67. Very happy and 
supportive to Renzi’s 
book, already having 
received good echoes 
about it, Pop promises to 
request the copy from the 
publisher that very day 
and to review it in the 
annual Studii de folclor 
(now regularly coming 
out in Timișoara). Invite 
for joining the ISFNR is 
repeated. Pop’s entire 
text is very warm 
(“consider Bucharest as 
your home”). On the 
covered corner: “3 June 
1969”. 
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68. Renzi promises an 
abstract this time on a 
“western” subject and asks 
whether his book has 
landed yet. By faded pencil 
note Pop instructs his 
handyman, Congress 
secretary Amzulescu that 
Renzi to be demanded his 
abstract and books be 
reserved for him. Though 
signed by Pop, the next 
letter has formal/neutral 
tone (requesting compliance 
with formalities). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
69. Renzi’s 
book, how-
ever, had 
arrived. 
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70. The Italian colleague 
understands just now that he was 
asked to provide the entire paper to 
be presented in the Congress 
(confusion between abstracts and 
full texts will sometimes occur). He 
asks again for a confirmation and 
promises he will make a provisional 
text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
71. Initially, the letter of the Peruvian 
colleague (studying and taking his PhD 
in Poland, now writing from Germany 
and going to come to Bucharest after a 
sojourn in Florence) was condemned. 
Pop wrote by pencil “send him 
refusal”, then cut it by horizontal line. 
Though it was only one month before 
the Congress, it still was possible J.R. 
Sabogal Wiesse to be inserted in the 
printed Program and participants’ list. 
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72. Sabogal Wiesse 
provides abstract in English 
and full paper in Spanish, 
and asks to be permitted to 
present (with excuse) in 
Spanish. Though we cannot 
reconstruct from pictures 
(sic!) whether he did spoke 
in Spanish, Sabogal left 
behind a very honorable 
text in English (published, 
+ photos, in REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2022: 240-244, 196). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
73. In mid 1960s the Institute run 
by Pop had an intense collaboration 
with Cairo (organizing a folklore 
archive over there, fieldworks, 
expert exchanges). Nabila Salem 
(presented in the Congress list of 
participants as Dr. Dozentin) sends 
this letter through Imil Wahba, a 
long-staying visiting scholar in 
Bucharest, and will submit her 
Congress application by airmail. 
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74. Repeating the 
above mentioned 
eagerness, requests, 
and worries: a 
formal invitation 
addressed to her 
University, and be 
accommodated by 
local courtesy. 
 

 
75. On 28 Oct. 
1968, Pop is 
enthusiastic at 
her desire to 
come (they had 
already spent 
time together at 
his Bucharestan 
institute), en-
courages her 
(empty hopes), 
advise on 
waiting for the 
second bunch of 
infos, and is 
diplomatic in 
terms of 
financial help. 
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76. Exactly the 
same pushing 
needs and 
worries, this 
time with 
managerial 
details and in 
German. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
77. This 
time (“9. 
Dezember 
1968”) the 
Organizing 
Committee 
(namely 
Amzules-
cu, signed 
by Pop) 
provides a 
very formal 
and distant 
text. 
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78. As seen here, Wayland D. Hand and Frances L. Utley are instrumental in directing prof. 
Stanley Linn Robe towards Mihai Pop, the ISFNR and K. Ranke; and the academic 
selfintroduction provided is rich and impressive/exemplary. Robe’s paper and photo 
(recognized/confirmed by his daughter, Margaret Summitt, in 2020) are to be seen in 
REF/JEF 1-2/2018: 327-334 and 1-2/2026. 
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79. F. Sylvan is 
unclear/ambiguous. 
Pop’s holograph 
notes go down with 
positive, pragmatic 
crescendo: “Com-
rade Amzulescu/ 
refusal?/ We re-
mind you that the 
reading of your 
paper is condition-
ed by the receiving 
of the participation 
fee”. Thus, a war-
ning letter signed 
Amzulescu will be 
sent soon. 

 
 
80. Both 
firm and 
polite 
(probably 
of a 
dating 
mistake, 
rather 30 
Juin or 3 
Juillet). 
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81. Recommended 
by W.D. Hand, his 
colleague Toelken 
is invited, and 
some photos will 
capture his pre-
sence in Bucharest 
(REF/JEF 1-2/ 
2021: 224). The 
next doc covers 
the ending “yours 
sincerely” + holo-
graph signature of 
Amzulescu, and 
the “Prof. Dr. Mi-
hai Pop” typing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
82. The junior Upadhyaya 
mentions having met Pop in 
Bloomington, his father 
meeting Pop in Europe, Linda 
Dégh remembering Pop to 
Upadhyaya in March, that very 
year, when he met her in 
Bloomington. With such 
mapping points, mutual trust 
should be spontaneously 
installed. 
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83. “faithfully yours”, 
signature, and Pop’s 
clear name are 
covered by the next 
document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
84. Paper and 
pics of H.S. 
Upadhyaya in 
Bucharest are 
printed in REF/ 
JEF 1-2/ 2020: 
269-275 and 1-
2/2021: 247. 
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85a. The envelope-letters from India deserve more space for both material beauty and 
fragility, as well as for their handwriting visibility. Senior (K.D.) Upadhyaya reminds himself 
to Pop (met and spent some time together in the Prague ISFNR of 1966), requests 
membership forms and Congress details, also recommending the colleague seen here in docs 
60-63. 
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85b. The reverse & end of 
the upper letter has M. Pop’s 
address, the postal seals and 
stamp, and the typical Indian 
symbols covered by the next 
doc. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
86a. With forms 
and payment sent 
or just ready, the 
Indian professor 
insists his friend 
Patel to be 
invited. 
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86b. Reverse and end of the 
above doc (just the sender’s 
postal addresses in Gyanpur/ 
Varanasi is covered by the 
following letter). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

87. Jean Neville Ure 
sends her participation or 
membership fee from 
Legon/Ghana though she 
announces will not make 
to Bucharest, though 
expecting to be send the 
Proceeding volume. In the 
Program she is announced 
to present a paper on a 
“linguistic test applied to 
Alecsandri’s Poezia 
Poporală” (a Romanian 
theme). Yet, I found no 
paper of her submitted/ 
sent for the Proceedings/ 
ulterior publication. 
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88. Utley–Pop 
correspondence 
(to the humble 
extension this 
was preserved in 
the Congress 
archival box) is 
one of the most 
generous. Utley 
is very meticu-
lous, and pay 
faultless attenti-
on into fulfilling 
his responsibili-
ties for the 
ISFNR leading 
committees. 
 
89. Together 
with lists of 
ISFNR aspiring 

members, Utley also pro-
vides the letters of recom-
mendation, CVs and other 
credentials. Hence, for the 
time being, not just by 
paying a membership on 
arriving to meetings secured 
people’s association with 
professional bodies, ISFNR 
was not that “democratic” 
as it was scorned over time 
(probably just the formali-
ties of acceptance and the 
decision-making were in the 
hands of few). Here, D. 
Petropoulos and D. Lou-
katos support Maria-Alke 
Kiriakidou-Nestoros for 
ISFNR membership. 
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90. The 
Loukatos’s 
recomendation 
is very strong, 
the above no-
minee having 
convincing 
merits: PhD. 
in folklore, 
advanced stu-
dies in Phila-
delphia, Paris 
(Claude Lévy-
Strauss). 
 
 
 
 

 
91. With the xerox machine 
revolution (not yet in East 
European countries), also letters 
are multiplied and sent to useful 
places/persons. The issue of 
pending membership applica-
tions can pass the group appro-
vals, hence Pop is advised to 
send invitation and “circulars” to 
whomsoever may show interest 
or is supposed to represent a 
good ISFNR asset. Having a 
known father, a dinner together 
or getting a recommendation 
would sometimes increase the 
interest investment of ISFNR 
leading figures. Apart from the 
letter to Petropoulos (in favor of 
Nestoros), Vilmos Voigt and 
Ilóna Nagy-Kriza are kindly 
mentioned by blue pen. 
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92. As Utley sends to 
Pop the Ranke’s letter, 
also this one has a copy 
destined to Ranke. 
Securing discipline, 
Utley can rest assured 
Ranke’s list and wish 
(the “acquisition” of 6 
Estonians) will be 
respected/applied. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
93. Kurt Ranke’s straight 
and less sophisticatedly 
motivated list (redirected 
to Pop). 
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94. The reassuring 
letter from Bucharest. 
Salute (“Sincerely 
yours”), holograph 
signature, clear name 
(“Prof. Mihai Pop”) are 
just obscured, not 
missing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
95. Utley changes his paper 
(sent for publication) and 
submit another title now – 
“attention, the title!” says 
Pop’s blue note. And cares 
for the dates of “airmail” 
arrival. 
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96. On Alan Dundes’s 
suggestion, Utley recom-
mends the student Stephan 
Lustig to be invited. The 
blue note (+ date) certifies 
it was done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
97. A very pragmatic 
message, going to meet 
Pop’s appreciation. 
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98. Covering Utley’s 
institutional logo-
header and the list of 
his Center’s 
committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
99. M. Pop 
underlines 
the first 
paragraph 
(“meeting”) 
planning to 
inquire about 
it (see next 
doc), and 
immediately 
stresses the 
second para-
graph, fixing 
the problem 
on the spot 
(“the address 
solved”).  
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100. Confirming the 
wrong address issue was 
solved (Cyril Mundy 
invited), Pop makes sure 
all sensitivities are at ease 
and peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
101. Another redirected 
letter, from Ranke to Pop, 
signed & sent by Abd-el-
Hamid Youniss (Cairo 
University). Included in the 
Program, expected to speak 
about a jester (as promising 
here), he might not made it 
to Bucharest in August ‘69. 
No paper of him was to be 
found & published. 
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Ending Notes
In regard with the 1st documents batch (REF/JEF 1-2/2023: 265-293, doc. 

no. 1 to 43b), in the exchange between the Organizing Committee (signed mainly 
by Mihai Pop, at times by his informal deputy Al.I. Amzulescu), there are letters 
written and signed by (as well as sent to) S.A. Babalola (doc 1-3/p. 271-72), O. Blehr 
(4-6/272-73), L. Blumberg (7/274), D.E. Bynum (8/274), J.W. Childers (9/275),  
A. de Félice (10-12/275-76), S. Domokos (13/277), B.M. du Toit (14/277), A. 
Dundes (15-18/278-79), R. Gwindaf Jones (19-20/280), W.D. Hand (21-27,  
30/281-86), L. Dégh (28-29/285-86), L. Honko (31/287), J.S. Kolsty (33-34/288), 
A. Kovács (35-36/289), D.P. Kunene (37-38/290), R. Lecotté (39-43b/291-93). 
Apart from the named ones, either in that 1st part presentation text or inside the 
letters themselves one could also notice the names of other characters who did 
play consistent roles in the international history of the ethnological scholarship: K. 
Ranke, T.A. Sebeok, C.-H. Tillhagen, K.M. Briggs, G. Burde-Schneidewind, S.G. 
Sankar/Shankar, R. del Conte, B.H. Granger, A.B. Lord, K. Luomala, K.C. Peeters,  
R. Wildhaber, A. Dundes, F.L. Utley, D.K. Wilgus, R. Dorson, J.B. Toelken,  
T. Dömötör, V. Diószegi, M. Hoppál, K.C. Peeters, J. Cuisenier, R. Pinon,  
A. Varagnac. And, of course, the frequent Mihai Pop and Al.I. Amzulescu. Just a 
detail: commenting on doc no. 30 (p. 286) the explanation referring to the visual 
documentation of Tekla Dömötör’s presence in the Bucharest Congress came out in a 
conflicting or ambiguous form. To be correct, both photos on p. 270 show her, active, 
as the single woman in the improvised leading & managing ISFNR committee.

In this second (2024) section, there are letters from and/or to M. Lüthi  
(doc. no. 44a-49b), J. Maitlis (50), M. Matičetov (51-54), W.F.H. Nicolaisen (55-56), 
N.-T. Ting (57-59), A.J. Patel (60a-63), J. Pentikäinen (64), K. Ranke (65 + photo 
alongside K.C. Peeters), L. Renzi (66-70), J.R. Sabogal Wiesse (71-72), N. Salem 
(73-77), S.L. Robe (78), F. Sylvan (79-80), J.B. Toelken (81), H.S. Upadhyaya 
(junior) & (senior) K.D. Upadhyaya (82-84 & 85-87b), J.N. Ure (87), F.L. Utley (set 
88-100, containing insertions to/from D. Petropoulos & D. Loukatos [89 & 91], and 
K. Ranke [93]), A.-H. Youniss (101, via Ranke). And of course, the indefatigable, 
ubiquitous M. Pop (plus/minus his handyman/deputy Amzulescu). Many of the 
above mentioned names (Part 1) reoccur. As within the previous documents batch 
(no. 1-43b), also here many other scholars of the time are mentioned, presented, 
recommended and/or discussed within the text contents of many letters. Plus  
a few new, such as M. Gaster, I. Wahba, M.A. Kiriakidou-Nestoros, V. Voigt,  
I. Nagy-Kriza. On doc 65 the list of 8+10 names that were forwarded by the president 
as leading figures of the ISFNR are worth checking up, though many of those 
empowered persons, due to their physical absence in the Congress, were (hence still 
are) not mentioned in the presented/recovered texts, letters, and photos. The same… 
recommending an Estonian group of 6, is to be seen in doc 93.

Most of the mentioned people came to Bucharest and delivered their presentation 
within the ISFNR Congress, and most of their academic papers are being already 
published here since the 2016 volume. Both here and with the first bulk of letters, 
other original texts and iconographic captures of 1969 colleagues were represented 
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only here and thus specified just once. For a much wider knowledge and a much 
better representation of the present recuperative work one should definitely check 
up with the entire series of the 5th ISFNR Congress photos and academic papers, 
published in the REF/JEF since 2016 (and programmed to end up in 2029), under 
the Restitutio section title.

A final issue may be raised in respect with form, aspect, visibility, and 
documents size. Irregular, less conventional or just symbolic here, the space 
management technics applied invalidates the old-time/outdated concept of facsimile 
reproduction. An immortalizing practice which, obviously, has become nowadays 
obsolete or useless for a general interest or information printing, as once digitized 
all archival documents can be provided, enlarged or reprocessed at ease and at will.  
In this respect, for minute particulars or peculiarities, all original Congress presented 
texts, here published correspondence letters, as well as photos, can be supplied on 
request, as scans of much better visual and legible resolution. Regarding the letters, 
just ask for AIEF ms–270.




